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Digital Curriculum Pathway- Apex Learning
Courseware

Required English College Preparatory Courses
English 9

Core
The English 9 course is an overview of exemplar selections of literature in
fiction and nonfiction genres. Students read short stories, poems, a full-length
novel, and a full-length Shakespeare play, analyzing the use of elements of
literature in developing character, plot, and theme. For example, in selected
stories, students compare the effect of setting on tone and character
development. Likewise, in the poetry unit, students analyze how artists and
writers draw from and interpret source material.

Each unit includes informational texts inviting students to consider the
historical, social, and literary context of the main texts they study. For
example, in the first semester, a Nikolai Gogol story that is offered as an
exemplar of magical realism is accompanied by instruction on that genre.
Together, the lesson content and reading prompt students to demonstrate
their understanding of magical realism by analyzing its qualities in a literary
text.

Throughout the course, students respond to others' claims and support their
own claims in essays, discussions, and presentations, consistently using
thorough textual evidence. The range of texts includes canonical authors such
as William Shakespeare, Franz Kafka, and Elie Wiesel, as well as writers from
diverse backgrounds, such as Alice Walker, Li-Young Lee, and Robert Lake-
Thom (Medicine Grizzlybear).

Course Materials
Semester 1: Optional



The Metamorphosis. Franz Kafka. David Wylie, translator. (Classix Press,
2009).
ISBN-10: 1557427666 / ISBN-13: 9781557427663.
Other editions acceptable.
NOTE: This book is provided in digital format in the course. If students wish to
read offline, the above purchase is recommended.

Semester 2: Optional

Macbeth. William Shakespeare. Barbara A. Mowat and Paul Werstine, eds.
(Simon & Schuster, 2003).
ISBN-10: 074377103 / ISBN-13: 8780743477109
Other editions acceptable.
NOTE: This book is provided in digital format in the course. If students wish to
read offline, the above purchase is recommended.



English 10

Core
The focus of the English 10 course is the writing process. Three writing
applications guide the curriculum: persuasive, expository, and narrative
writing. Each lesson culminates in a written assignment that lets students
demonstrate their developing skill in one of these applications.

English 10 follows the model of English 9 by including at least one anchor text
per lesson, but the essays, articles, stories, poems, and speeches are often
presented as models for students to emulate as they practice their own
writing. So that these readings may serve as proper examples for students, a
high proportion of texts for this course are original pieces.

English 10 also continues to develop students' reading, listening, and
speaking skills. Readings include poems, stories, speeches, plays, and a
graphic novel, as well as a variety of informational texts. The readings
represent a wide variety of purposes and cultural perspectives, ranging from
the Indian epic The Ramayana to accounts of Hurricane Katrina told through
different media. Audio and video presentations enhance students' awareness
and command of rhetorical techniques and increase their understanding of
writing for different audiences.

Course Materials
Semester 1: Required

American Born Chinese. Gene Luen Yang. (Suare Fish, 2008). ISBN-10:
0312384483 / ISBN-13: 9780312384487. Other editions acceptable.

Fast Food Nation. Eric Schlosser. (Mariner Books, 2012). ISBN-10:
0547750331 / ISBN-13: 9780547750330. Other editions acceptable.



English 11

Core
In the English 11 course, students examine the belief systems, events, and
literature that have shaped the United States. They begin by studying the
language of independence and the system of government developed by
Thomas Jefferson and other enlightened thinkers. Next, they explore how the
Romantics and Transcendentalists emphasized the power and responsibility
of the individual in both supporting and questioning the government. Students
consider whether the American Dream is still achievable and examine the
Modernists’ disillusionment with the idea that America is a “land of
opportunity.”

Reading the words of Frederick Douglass and the text of the Civil Rights Act,
students look carefully at the experience of African Americans and their
struggle to achieve equal rights. Students explore how individuals cope with
the influence of war and cultural tensions while trying to build and secure their
own personal identity. Finally, students examine how technology is affecting
our contemporary experience of freedom: Will we eventually change our
beliefs about what it means to be an independent human being?

In this course, students analyze a wide range of literature, both fiction and
nonfiction. They build writing skills by composing analytical essays,
persuasive essays, personal narratives, and research papers. In order to
develop speaking and listening skills, students participate in discussions and
give speeches. Overall, students gain an understanding of the way American
literature represents the array of voices contributing to our multicultural
identity.

Course Materials
Semester 1: Required

The Great Gatsby. F. Scott Fitzgerald. (Scribner, 1995). ISBN-10:
0743273567 / ISBN-13: 9780743273565. Other editions acceptable.

Semester 2: Required



A Raisin in the Sun. Lorraine Hansberry. (Vintage, 2004). ISBN-10:
0679755330 / ISBN-13: 9780679755333. Other editions acceptable.

A Way to Rainy Mountain. N. Scott Momaday. (University of New Mexico
Press, 1969). ISBN-10: 0826304362 / ISBN-13: 9780826304360. Other
editions acceptable.

English 12

Core
The English 12 course asks students to closely analyze British literature and
world literature and consider how we humans define and interact with the
unknown, the monstrous, and the heroic. In the epic
poems The Odyssey, Beowulf, and The Inferno, in Shakespeare’s Tempest, in
the satire of Swift, and in the rhetoric of World War II, students examine how
the ideas of “heroic” and “monstrous” have been defined across cultures and
time periods and how the treatment of the “other” can make monsters or
heroes of us all.

Reading Frankenstein and works from those who experienced the imperialism
of the British Empire, students explore the notion of inner monstrosity and
consider how the dominant culture can be seen as monstrous in its ostensibly
heroic goal of enlightening the world.

Throughout this course, students analyze a wide range of literature, both
fiction and nonfiction. They build writing skills by composing analytical essays,
persuasive essays, personal narratives, and research papers. In order to
develop speaking and listening skills, students participate in discussions and
give speeches. Overall, students gain an understanding of the way British and
world literature represent the array of voices that contribute to our global
identity.

Course Materials
Semester 1: Optional

Robinson Crusoe. Daniel Defoe. (Penguin Random House Llc, 2008). ISBN-
10: 0-451-53077-2 / ISBN-13: 978-0-451-53077-6. Other editions acceptable.



NOTE: This book is provided in digital format in the course. If students wish to
read offline, the above purchase is recommended.

The Tempest. William Shakespeare. (Simon & Schuster, 2004). ISBN-10:
0156027321 / ISBN-13: 9780743482837. Other editions acceptable. NOTE:
This book is provided in digital format in the course. If student wish to read
offline, the above purchase is recommended.

Semester 2: Optional

Frankenstein. Mary Shelley. (Dover Publications, 1994). ISBN-10:
0486282112 / ISBN-13: 9780486282114.
Other editions acceptable.
NOTE: This book is provided in digital format in the course. If students wish to
read offline, the above purchase is recommended.



Required College Preparatory History Courses
Choose 4

US Government
In U.S. Government and Politics, students examine the history, principles, and
function of the political system established by the U.S. Constitution. Starting
with a basic introduction to the role of government in society and the
philosophies at the heart of American democracy, this course provides
students with the knowledge needed to be informed and empowered
participants in the U.S. political system.

Through critical reading activities, feedback-rich instruction, and application-
oriented assignments, students develop their capacity to conduct research,
analyze sources, make arguments, and take informed action. In written
assignments, students address critical questions about U.S. politics and the
role of individual Americans in the politics and political organizations. In
discussion activities, students respond to political opinions, take a position,
and defend their own claims. Formative and summative assessments provide
students — and teachers — with ample opportunities to check in, review, and
evaluate students’ progress in the course.

This course is built to state standards, the College, Career, and Civil Life (C3)
Framework for Social Studies State Standards (2013), the National Standard
for Civics and Government (1994)



World History
In World History, students learn to see the world today as a product of a
process that began thousands of years ago when humans became a
speaking, travelling, and trading species.  Through historical analysis
grounded in primary sources, case studies, and research, students investigate
the continuity and change of human culture, governments, economic systems,
and social structures.

Students build and practice historical thinking skills, learning to connect
specific people, places, events and ideas to the larger trends of world history.
In critical reading activities, feedback-rich instruction, and application-oriented
assignments, students develop their capacity to reason chronologically,
interpret and synthesize sources, identify connections between ideas, and
develop well-supported historical arguments.  Students write throughout the
course, responding to primary sources and historical narratives through
journal entries, essays and visual presentations of social studies content.  In
discussion activities, students respond to the position of others while staking
and defending their own claim.  The course's rigorous instruction is supported
with relevant materials and active learning opportunities to ensure students at
all levels can master the key historical thinking skills.



U.S. History
U.S. History traces the nation's history from the pre-colonial period to the
present. Students learn about the Native American, European, and African
people who lived in America before it became the United States. They
examine the beliefs and philosophies that informed the American Revolution
and the subsequent formation of the government and political system.
Students investigate the economic, cultural, and social motives for the nation's
expansion, as well as the conflicting notions of liberty that eventually resulted
in civil war. The course describes the emergence of the United States as an
industrial nation and then focuses on its role in modern world affairs.

Moving into the 20th and 21st centuries, students probe the economic and
diplomatic interactions between the United States and other world players
while investigating how the world wars, the Cold War, and the “information
revolution” affected the lives of ordinary Americans. Woven through this
chronological sequence is a strong focus on the changing conditions of
women, African Americans, and other minority groups.

The course emphasizes the development of historical analysis skills such as
comparing and contrasting, differentiating between facts and interpretations,
considering multiple perspectives, and analyzing cause-and-effect
relationships. These skills are applied to text interpretation and in written
assignments that guide learners step-by-step through problem-solving
activities.

This course is built to state standards and standards from the National Council
for History Education (1997), the National Center for History in the Schools
(1996), and the National Council for Social Studies (1994).



Modern World History from 1600
In Modern World History from 1600, students study the major turning points
that shaped the modern world including the Enlightenment, industrialization,
imperialism, nationalism, political revolutions, the world wars, the Cold War,
decolonization, and globalization. By presenting content from multiple
perspectives and through diverse primary and secondary source materials,
this course provides students with a solid foundation in the history of the
modern era and prepares students to be active and informed citizens of the
world.

Through critical reading activities, feedback-rich instruction, and application-
oriented assignments, students develop their capacity to conduct research,
analyze sources, make arguments, and take informed action. In written
assignments, students address critical questions about the history of the
modern era. In discussion activities, students respond to diverse opinions,
take positions, and defend their own claims. Formative and summative
assessments provide students — and teachers — with ample opportunities to
check in, review, and evaluate students' progress in the course.

Geography and World Cultures
Geography and World Cultures offers a tightly focused and scaffolded
curriculum that enables students to explore how geographic features, human
relationships, political and social structures, economics, science and
technology, and the arts have developed and influenced life in countries
around the world. Along the way, students are given rigorous instruction on
how to read maps, charts, and graphs, and how to create them.

Geography and World Cultures is based on standards from the National
Council for History Education (1997), the National Center for History in the
Schools (1996), and the National Council for Social Studies (1994) and is
aligned to state standards.

Geography and World Cultures is designed as the first course in the social
studies sequence. It develops note-taking skills, teaches the basic elements of
analytic writing, and introduces students to the close examination of primary
documents.



Required College Preparatory Science Courses
(Choose Four)
Earth Science
Earth Science offers a focused curriculum that explores Earth's composition,
structure, processes, and history; its atmosphere, freshwater, and oceans;
and its environment in space.

Course topics include an exploration of the major cycles that affect every
aspect of life, including weather, climate, air movement, tectonics, volcanic
eruptions, rocks, minerals, geologic history, Earth's environment,
sustainability, and energy resources. Optional teacher-scored labs encourage
students to apply the scientific method.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the National Science
Teachers Association (NSTA).

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Required

Prentice Hall Earth Science Lab Manual, Student ed. Edward J. Tarbuck and
Frederick Lutgens (Prentice Hall, 2006).
ISBN-10: 0131258982 / ISBN-13: 978013125898

This course includes  dry lab activities.



Physical Science
Physical Science offers a focused curriculum designed around the
understanding of critical physical science concepts, including the nature and
structure of matter, the characteristics of energy, and the mastery of critical
scientific skills.

Course topics include an introduction to kinematics, including gravity and two-
dimensional motion; force; momentum; waves; electricity; atoms; the periodic
table of elements; molecular bonding; chemical reactivity; gases; and an
introduction to nuclear energy. Teacher-scored labs encourage students to
apply the scientific method.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the National Science
Teachers Association (NSTA).

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Optional

This course includes the option of either hands-on or dry lab activities. Dry
labs require no additional lab materials. Hands-on labs require specified
materials. For a list of hands-on lab materials, go
to http://support.apexlearning.com/materials.



Environmental Science

Core
Environmental Science explores the biological, physical, and sociological
principles related to the environment in which organisms live on Earth, the
biosphere. Course topics include natural systems on Earth, biogeochemical
cycles, the nature of matter and energy, the flow of matter and energy through
living systems, populations, communities, ecosystems, ecological pyramids,
renewable and non-renewable natural resources, land use, biodiversity,
pollution, conservation, sustainability, and human impacts on the environment.

The course provides students with opportunities to learn and practice scientific
skills within the context of relevant scientific questions. Scientific inquiry skills
are embedded in the direct instruction, wherein students learn to ask scientific
questions, deconstruct claims, form and test hypotheses, and use logic and
evidence to draw conclusions about the concepts. Case studies of current
environmental challenges introduce each content lesson and acquaint
students with real-life environmental issues, debates, and solutions. Lab
activities reinforce critical thinking, writing, and communication skills and help
students develop a deeper understanding of the nature of science. Virtual Lab
activities enable students to engage in investigations that require long periods
of observation at remote locations and to explore simulations that enable
environmental scientists to test predictions. Throughout this course, students
are given an opportunity to understand how biology, earth science, and
physical science are applied to the study of the environment and how
technology and engineering are contributing solutions for studying and
creating a sustainable biosphere.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the NGSS standards
for life science, earth science, physical science, and engineering, technology,
and society.



Florida Biology

Core
Florida Biology focuses on the mastery of basic biological concepts and
models while building scientific inquiry skills and exploring the connections
between living things and their environment. It is aligned with Florida's Next
Generation Sunshine State Standards and prepares students for Florida's
end-of-course assessment for Biology.

The course begins with an introduction to the nature of science and biology,
including the major themes of structure and function, matter and energy flow,
systems, and the interconnectedness of life. Students then apply those
themes to the structure and function of the cell, cellular metabolism, and
biogeochemical cycles. Building on this foundation, students explore the
connections and interactions between living things by studying genetics,
ecosystems and natural selection, and evolution. The course ends with an
applied look at human biology.

Scientific inquiry skills are embedded in the direct instruction, wherein
students learn to ask scientific questions, form and test hypotheses, and use
logic and evidence to draw conclusions about the concepts.

Lab activities reinforce critical thinking, writing, and communication skills and
help students develop a deeper understanding of the nature of science.

This course is built to Florida's Next Generation Sunshine State Standards
and Benchmarks.

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Required

Biology: Exploring Life Lab Manual, Student ed. Neil Campbell, Brad
Williamson, and Robin Heyden (Prentice Hall, 2004).
ISBN-10: 0130642665 / ISBN-13: 9780130642660



Chemistry

Core
Chemistry offers a curriculum that emphasizes students' understanding of
fundamental chemistry concepts while helping them acquire tools to be
conversant in a society highly influenced by science and technology.

The course provides students with opportunities to learn and practice critical
scientific skills within the context of relevant scientific questions. Topics
include the nature of science, the importance of chemistry to society, atomic
structure, bonding in matter, chemical reactions, redox reactions,
electrochemistry, phases of matter, equilibrium and kinetics, acids and bases,
thermodynamics, quantum mechanics, nuclear reactions, organic chemistry,
and alternative energy.

Scientific inquiry skills are embedded in the direct instruction, wherein
students learn to ask scientific questions, form and test hypotheses, and use
logic and evidence to draw conclusions about concepts. Lab activities
reinforce critical thinking, writing, and communication skills and help students
develop a deeper understanding of the nature of science.

Throughout this course, students are given an opportunity to understand how
chemistry concepts are applied in technology and engineering. Journal and
Practice activities provide additional opportunities for students to apply
learned concepts and practice their writing skills.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the American
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Project 2061
benchmarks and the National Science Education Standards.

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Required

Prentice Hall Chemistry Lab Manual, Student ed. Antony Wilbraham, Dennis
Staley, Michael Matta, and Edward Waterman (Prentice Hall, 2005).
ISBN-10: 0131903594 / ISBN-13: 9780131903593



Physics

Core
Physics offers a curriculum that emphasizes students' understanding of
fundamental physics concepts while helping them acquire tools to be
conversant in a society highly influenced by science and technology.

The course provides students with opportunities to learn and practice critical
scientific skills within the context of relevant scientific questions.  Topics
include the nature of science, math for physics, energy, kinematics, force and
motion, momentum, gravitation, chemistry for physics, thermodynamics,
electricity, magnetism, waves, nuclear physics, quantum physics, and
cosmology.

Scientific inquiry skills are embedded in the direct instruction, wherein
students learn to ask scientific questions, form and test hypotheses, and use
logic and evidence to draw conclusions about the concepts.  Lab activities
reinforce critical thinking, writing, and communication skills and help students
develop a deeper understanding of the nature of science.

Throughout this course, students are given an opportunity to understand how
physics concepts are applied in technology and engineering.  Journal and
Practice activities provide additional opportunities for students to apply
learned concepts and practice their writing skills.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the American
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Project 2061
benchmarks and the National Science Education Standards.

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Optional

This course includes the option of either hands-on or dry lab activities. Dry
labs require no additional lab materials. Hands-on labs require specified
materials. For a list of hands-on lab materials, go
to http://support.apexlearning.com/materials.



Required College Preparatory Math Courses
Four credits needed
Algebra I

Core
Algebra I builds students' command of linear, quadratic, and exponential
relationships. Students learn through discovery and application, developing
the skills they need to break down complex challenges and demonstrate their
knowledge in new situations.

Course topics include problem-solving with basic equations and formulas; an
introduction to functions and problem solving; linear equations and systems of
linear equations; exponents and exponential functions; sequences and
functions; descriptive statistics; polynomials and factoring; quadratic equations
and functions; and function transformations and inverses.

This course supports students as they develop computational fluency, deepen
conceptual understanding, and apply Common Core's mathematical practice
skills. Students discover new concepts through guided instruction and confirm
their understanding in an interactive, feedback-rich environment.

A variety of activities allow for students to think mathematically in a variety of
scenarios and tasks. In Discussions, students exchange and explain their
mathematical ideas. Modeling activities ask them to analyze real-world
scenarios and mathematical concepts. Journaling activities have students
reason abstractly and quantitatively, construct arguments, critique reasoning,
and communicate precisely. And in Performance Tasks, students synthesize
their knowledge in novel, real-world scenarios, make sense of multifaceted
problems, and persevere in solving them.

Throughout the course, students are evaluated by a variety of assessments
designed to prepare them for the content, form, and depth of the Common
Core assessments.



Geometry

Core
Geometry builds upon students' command of geometric relationships and
formulating mathematical arguments. Students learn through discovery and
application, developing the skills they need to break down complex challenges
and demonstrate their knowledge in new situations.

Course topics include reasoning, proof, and the creation of sound
mathematical arguments; points, lines, and angles; triangles and trigonometry;
quadrilaterals and other polygons; circles; congruence, similarity,
transformations, and constructions; coordinate geometry; three-dimensional
solids; and applications of probability.

This course supports all students as they develop computational fluency and
deepen conceptual understanding. Students begin each lesson by discovering
new concepts through guided instruction, and then confirm their
understanding in an interactive, feedback-rich environment. Modeling
activities equip students with tools for analyzing a variety of real-world
scenarios and mathematical ideas. Journaling activities allow students to
reason abstractly and quantitatively, construct arguments, critique reasoning,
and communicate precisely. Performance tasks prepare students to
synthesize their knowledge in novel, real-world scenarios and require that
they make sense of multifaceted problems and persevere in solving them.



Algebra II

Core
Algebra II introduces students to advanced functions, with a focus on
developing a strong conceptual grasp of the expressions that define them.
Students learn through discovery and application, developing the skills they
need to break down complex challenges and demonstrate their knowledge in
new situations.

Course topics include quadratic equations; polynomial functions; rational
expressions and equations; radical expressions and equations; exponential
and logarithmic functions; trigonometric identities and functions; modeling with
functions; probability and inferential statistics; probability distributions; and
sample distributions and confidence intervals.

This course supports all students as they develop computational fluency and
deepen conceptual understanding. Students begin each lesson by discovering
new concepts through guided instruction, and then confirm their
understanding in an interactive, feedback-rich environment. Modeling
activities equip students with tools for analyzing a variety of real-world
scenarios and mathematical ideas. Journaling activities allow students to
reason abstractly and quantitatively, construct arguments, critique reasoning,
and communicate precisely. Performance tasks prepare students to
synthesize their knowledge in novel, real-world scenarios and require that
they make sense of multifaceted problems and persevere in solving them.

Precalculus



Core
Precalculus is a course that combines reviews of algebra, geometry, and
functions into a preparatory course for calculus. The course focuses on the
mastery of critical skills and exposure to new skills necessary for success in
subsequent math courses. The first semester includes linear, quadratic,
exponential, logarithmic, radical, polynomial, and rational functions; systems
of equations; and conic sections. The second semester covers trigonometric
ratios and functions; inverse trigonometric functions; applications of
trigonometry, including vectors and laws of cosine and sine; polar functions
and notation; and arithmetic of complex numbers.

Within each Precalculus lesson, students are supplied with a post-study
Checkup activity that provides them the opportunity to hone their
computational skills by working through a low-stakes problem set before
moving on to formal assessment. Unit-level Precalculus assessments include
a computer-scored test and a scaffolded, teacher-scored test.

The course is built to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
(NCTM) standards and is aligned with state standards.

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Required

TI-84 Plus, TI-83, or TI-83 Plus Calculator
Read the "Graphing Calculators" section in the course Appendix A: Student
Resources and chapter 1 in the TI Guidebook before the course starts.

Mathematics of Personal Finance



Core
Mathematics of Personal Finance focuses on real-world financial literacy,
personal finance, and business subjects. Students apply what they learned in
Algebra I and Geometry to topics including personal income, taxes, checking
and savings accounts, credit, loans and payments, car leasing and
purchasing, home mortgages, stocks, insurance, and retirement planning.

Students then extend their investigations using more advanced mathematics,
such as systems of equations (when studying cost and profit issues) and
exponential functions (when calculating interest problems). To assist students
for whom language presents a barrier to learning or who are not reading at
grade level, Mathematics of Personal Finance includes audio resources in
both Spanish and English.

This course is built to state standards as they apply to Mathematics of
Personal Finance and adheres to the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics' (NCTM) Problem Solving, Communication, Reasoning, and
Mathematical Connections Process standards.

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Required

TI-84 Plus, TI-83, or TI-83 Plus Calculator

Probability and Statistics



Core
Probability and Statistics provides a curriculum focused on understanding key
data analysis and probabilistic concepts, calculations, and relevance to real-
world applications. Through a "Discovery-Confirmation-Practice"-based
exploration of each concept, students are challenged to work toward a
mastery of computational skills, deepen their understanding of key ideas and
solution strategies, and extend their knowledge through a variety of problem-
solving applications.

Course topics include types of data; common methods used to collect data;
and the various representations of data, including histograms, bar graphs, box
plots, and scatterplots. Students learn to work with data by analyzing and
employing methods of prediction, specifically involving samples and
populations, distributions, summary statistics, regression analysis,
transformations, simulations, and inference.

Ideas involving probability — including sample space, empirical and
theoretical probability, expected value, and independent and compound
events — are covered as students explore the relationship between
probability and data analysis. The basic connection between geometry and
probability is also explored.

To assist students for whom language presents a barrier to learning or who
are not reading at grade level, Probability and Statistics includes audio
resources in English.

The course is built to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
(NCTM) standards and is aligned with state standards.

Required College Preparatory Elective Course



Four elective credits needed
French I

Core-two semesters
French I teaches students to greet people, describe family and friends, talk
about hobbies, and communicate about other topics, such as sports, travel,
and medicine. Each lesson presents vocabulary, grammar, and culture in
context, followed by explanations and exercises. Vocabulary includes terms to
describe school subjects, parts of the body, and people, as well as idiomatic
phrases. Instruction in language structure and grammar includes the verb
system, adjective agreement, formal and informal address, reflexive verbs,
and past tense. Students also gain an understanding of the cultures of
French-speaking countries and regions within and outside Europe, as well as
insight into Francophone culture and people.

The material in this course is presented at a moderate pace.

This course is built to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) standards.

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Required

Microphone

Semesters 1 and 2: Optional

Any French-English, English-French Dictionary

French II



Core- two semesters
French II teaches students to communicate more confidently about
themselves, as well as about topics beyond their own lives - both in formal
and informal address. Each lesson presents vocabulary, grammar, and culture
in context, followed by explanations and exercises. Vocabulary includes terms
in cooking, geography, and architecture. Instruction in language structure and
grammar includes present- and past-tense verb forms and uses, negation,
and direct and indirect objects. Students deepen their knowledge of French-
speaking regions and cultures by learning about history, literature, culture,
and contemporary issues.

The material in this course is presented at a moderate pace.

This course is built to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) standards.

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Required

Microphone

Semesters 1 and 2: Optional

Any French-English, English-French Dictionary

Spanish I

Core- two semesters



Spanish I teaches students to greet people, describe family and friends, talk
about hobbies, and communicate about other topics, such as home life,
occupations, travel, and medicine. Each lesson presents vocabulary,
grammar, and culture in context, followed by explanations and exercises.
Vocabulary includes terms to describe school subjects, parts of the body, and
people, as well as idiomatic phrases. Instruction in language structure and
grammar includes the structures and uses of present-tense verb forms,
imperatives, adjective agreement, impersonal constructions, formal and
informal address, and reflexive verbs. Students explore words used in
different Spanish-speaking regions and learn about the cultures of Spanish-
speaking countries and regions within and outside Europe.

The material in this course is presented at a moderate pace.

This course is built to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) standards.

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Required

Microphone

Semesters 1 and 2: Optional

Any Spanish-English, English-Spanish Dictionary

Spanish II

Core- two semesters



Building on Spanish I concepts, Spanish II students learn to communicate
more confidently about themselves, as well as about topics beyond their own
lives - both in formal and informal situations. Each lesson presents
vocabulary, grammar, and culture in context, followed by explanations and
exercises. Students expand their vocabulary in topics such as cooking,
ecology, geography, and architecture. Instruction in language structure and
grammar includes a review of present-tense verb forms, an introduction to the
past tense, the conditional mood, imperatives, impersonal constructions, and
reported speech. Students deepen their knowledge of Spanish-speaking
regions and cultures by learning about history, literature, culture, and
contemporary issues.

The material in this course is presented at a moderate pace.

This course is built to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) standards.

Course Materials
Semesters 1 and 2: Required

Microphone

Semesters 1 and 2: Optional

Any Spanish-English, English-Spanish Dictionary

Psychology

Core- one semester



Psychology provides a solid overview of the field's major domains: methods,
biopsychology, cognitive and developmental psychology, and variations in
individual and group behavior.

By focusing on significant scientific research and on the questions that are
most important to psychologists, students see psychology as an evolving
science. Each topic clusters around challenge questions, such as “What is
happiness?” Students answer these questions before, during, and after they
interact with direct instruction.

This course is built to state standards and informed by the American
Psychological Association's National Standards for High School Psychology
Curricula. The teaching methods draw from the National Science Teachers
Association (NSTA) teaching standards.

Music Appreciation

Core- two semesters
Music Appreciation is a streamlined course that introduces students to the
history, theory, and genres of music, from the most primitive surviving
examples, through the classical to the most contemporary in the world at
large. The course is offered in a two-semester format. The first semester
covers primitive musical forms and classical music. The second semester
presents the rich modern traditions, including American jazz, gospel, folk,
soul, blues, Latin rhythms, rock and roll, and hip-hop.

The course explores the interface of music and social movements and
examines how the emergent global society and the Internet bring musical
forms together in new ways from all around the world.

Media Literacy

Core-one semester



Media Literacy teaches students how to build the critical thinking, writing, and
reading skills required in a media-rich and increasingly techno-centric
world. In a world saturated with media messages, digital environments, and
social networking, concepts of literacy must expand to include all forms of
media. Today's students need to be able to read, comprehend, analyze, and
respond to non-traditional media with the same skill level they engage with
traditional print sources.

A major topic in Media Literacy is non-traditional media reading skills,
including how to approach, analyze, and respond to advertisements, blogs,
websites, social media, news media, and wikis. Students also engage in a
variety of writing activities in non-traditional media genres, such as blogging
and podcast scripting.

Students consider their own positions as consumers of media and explore
ways to use non-traditional media to become more active and thoughtful
citizens. Students learn how to ask critical questions about the intended
audience and underlying purpose of media messages, and study factors
which can contribute to bias and affect credibility.

This course is built to The National Association for Media Literacy Education's
Core Principles of Media Literacy Education, as well as aggregate state
standards and research into best pedagogical practices.

No required or optional materials.


